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1Thessalonians 2:1-13 – Model for Ministry 

 

1. Modelling for children 

 

Modelling for children… 

No, I’m not talking about the narcissistic phenomenon where toddlers are paraded down catwalks. 

Nor am I talking about the teaching children about model planes, trains, cars, trucks,  

 Although the model railway expo was on yesterday over in Mortdale… 

 

None of the above. 

The type of modelling I’m talking about is the modelling of character, 

 The modelling of behaviour, the modelling of understanding this world, 

  That children learn from the parents, their grandparents, their aunts, uncles, 

   Or nowadays the term is ‘the primary caregivers’ 

 

<< Illus’n – Cuttting an apple – my way vs. the normal way – teaching my kids…water melons.. 

- Aside personal anecdotes in sermons – 4/sermon, 50 sermons a year – 200 anecodotes… 

- Never understand the younger generation’s need for self-expression – endless! 

- The moment isn’t real unless you’ve captured it on your phone/camera/etc >> 

 

Modelling of behaviour shapes children. 

Even more importantly, the modelling of how to relate to others  

comes from your parents/grandparents/primary care givers. 

 

So, the way in which a child’s father/grandfather/primary male caregiver relates to other men 

 Shapes the way that a child will relate to other men, young or old. 

Similarly, the way in which a child’s father/grandfather/primary male caregiver relates to women 

 Shapes the way that a child will relate to women – young or old. 

And vice versa, the way in which a child’s mother/grandmother/primary female caregiver relates to 

 other women (young or old) or men (young or old). 

 

The modelling for children plays a huge part in shaping their lives. 

 

As Paul writes to the Thessalonian church, he writes to model his life to them. 

In fact, here, Ch. 2 is Paul’s summary, after living amongst them, after physically modelling to them. 

This is Paul’s reflection, his How-to book on “Modelling Christian living” if you like. 
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2. The Context of Paul’s Model Ministry (vv. 1-2) 

 

But before we get into the content of Paul’s guide for modelling Christian living, 

We need to understand the context of Paul’s model for ministry. << vv. 1-2>> 

 

The context of Paul’s model for ministry is both positive and negative. 

The positive outcome is that Paul’s visit was not in vain, literally “it had not been empty” 

 This figure of speech puts forward a positive fact by means of negating the opposite. 

 Kind of like when an Aussie is asked “How are you?” and “We’ll say, ‘not too bad’” 

  Which actually is positive, and is understood to mean – ‘we’re good’ 

 

But Paul uses this turn of phrase for a reason. 

 And the reason is that his visit could well have been a total failure. 

 His visit could have resulted in his removal from the city, and no traction for the gospel. 

 

Because the negative context of Paul’s visit is the suffering that he endured. 

And so, in v. 2 – he describes that he ‘already suffered’ and had been ‘shamefully mistreated’ 

 The prior events happened in Philippi –  his experience wasn’t exactly pleasant! 

 In Acts 16 – they had tried to help a girl of low social status. 

 The slave-girl had the spirit of divination for which her owners used to generate wealth. 

Healing the slave-girl meant being dragged into the marketplace  

because they’ve deprived the income stream deprived of the slave owners. 

 Being hauled before the magistrate and beaten, flogged, and thrown into jail. 

Only through the miraculous intervention of God, were they then released from prison. 

 

But it would be only too natural for Paul to have great trepidation coming to Thessalonica 

 After such an experience in Philippi. 

It would be only too daunting for Paul to walk into a new town,  

having just experienced such severe treatment. 

 

And yet, it was not without result! It was not in vain! It was not to be the case in Thessalonica! 

 

As verse 2 states – “we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 

opposition!” 
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3. The Content of Paul’s Model Ministry (vv. 3-13) 

 

And so, the content of Paul’s model for ministry comes in this context. 

Paul had experienced tremendous hardship and difficulty and yet Paul declared the gospel. 

And now, Paul reflects on that activity of gospel declaration. 

Paul explains exactly how he proclaimed the gospel.  

He pops the hood and looks at engine of gospel declaration. << vv. 3-6 >> 

 

a. Motivation: Approved and entrusted with the gospel (vv. 3-6) 

 

As Paul lifts the lid on his gospel-declaring activities – he first speaks about his motives. 

On the positive, Paul’s primary motive is to please God. 

 And Paul seeks to please God, because Paul knows that God tests his heart. 

 Therefore, God knows that Paul spoke words of truth, words spoken with genuine honesty. 

And on the negative, because Paul seeks to please God, 

 There’s a whole set of avenues of communication that Paul refuses to use. 

  He doesn’t use words of flattery, nor any pretext to hide greed. 

  He doesn’t try to trick his audience, nor seek the praise of his audience. 

 And even when he could make the demands upon his audience, 

  As fitting for an apostle for Christ, really a ‘sent one’ of Christ – he still doesn’t! 

 

 Paul’s audience, Paul’s overseer, Paul’s only accountability partner is God himself. 

 Paul is motivated by God alone, to please God alone, to serve God alone. 

 

b. Method: Share gospel and our own selves (vv. 7-10) 

 

And therefore, Paul’s method flows on from Paul’s motive. 

What is his method? How does Paul minister to the Thessalonians? << vv. 7-10 >> 

Paul, and his team, care so deeply, that they shared not only the gospel of God, 

 But also their own lives as well. 

 That is, the sharing of the gospel was absolutely essential to Paul. Fundamental. 

 And then, on top of this, going above and beyond duty, 

  They willing shared their lives as well. 

  In fact, they willingly put themselves at the total disposal of the Thessalonians. 
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c. Manner: Fatherly Walking Guide (vv. 11-12) 

 

Furthermore, their manner reflected their method. 

That is, they treated the Thessalonians with the love that a Father gives to his children. < vv. 11-12> 

 

Paul treats them as he would his own children. 

In fact, specifically here, what is on view is how they walk, 

 For the word for ‘lead a life’ is simply the word ‘walk’. 

 And so, Paul wants them to ‘walk’ not in a physical sense, but in a spiritual sense. 

 Paul wants them to ‘walk’ worthily of God. 

 Paul wants them to ‘walk’ according to the calling that they have received. 

 Paul wants them to ‘walk’ as they are now citizens of God’s kingdom. 

 

 

So we need to catch up to who we are now in Christ. 

We need to catch up to the calling that we have now, in the present. 

We need to walk according to the new status we have as citizens of heaven. 

 

d. Reflection: Constantly Thank God (v. 13) 

 

And as Paul reflects on everything that he’s written, 

As Paul reminds the Thessalonians of his model for ministry to them. 

He breaks out into thanks to God. << v. 13 >> 

 

Paul’s primary reason for giving thanks  

– the Thessalonians received the word of God as it actually is 

- Not merely the fine sounding rhetoric of a skilful orator. 

- Not merely the silver tongue of a flattering speaker, 

Not any of those – but what it really is – God’s word. 

 

 

Paul thanks God – for the Thessalonians – got it – they got the word of God! 

 Not simply words a page, like every other book in history. 

 Not simply spoken words, like every other act of rhetoric, in Paul’s day. 

And so Paul thanks God for his work in the lives of the Thessalonians. 
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4. Modelling Ministry & St Mark’s 

 

So, to finish, Paul sets out for us a model for Ministry at St Mark’s 

We have the same content as Paul in our ministry, 

For we have the same ‘good news’ that Paul brought to the Thessalonians. 

We have the same motivation  

– for we all should seek God’s approval, however we serve the church. 

 We have the same method 

- For we seek to share with good news, and freely give of our lives as well. 

 We seek to model the love Christ in our manner, 

 -  as we care for each other, as we seek to walk in a way that matches our calling. 

And we thank God, continually for transforming our lives, 

 So that as we read his word, we know it to be from God, not merely from men. 

 

So let’s turn to God in prayer, and thank him. I’ll lead us. 

 


